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DR. GIACOMO SPINELLI
UNIVERSITY OF ZURICH -> UNIVERSITÀ 

DEGLI STUDI DI ROMA TOR VERGATA

Giacomo Spinelli is a newly appointed tenure track 
researcher at the university of Rome Tor Vergata. His 
research focuses on cognitive control, how it can be 
measured, and how it interfaces with other cognitive 
functions, especially language. He obtained his PhD in 
Psychology from the University of Western Ontario 
(Canada) and has held postdoctoral positions at the 
University of Milano-Bicocca and at the University of 
Zurich.

Psychological science has been one of  the first disciplines to emphasize that many 
of  the problems affecting traditional scientific research are systemic—that they 
may be the symptoms of  a general scientific crisis. What began as isolated 
difficulties replicating individual studies rapidly snowballed into a collective 
realization that traditional practices within and around research may benefit 
individual scientists more than they benefit science as a whole. With the advent of  
the open science movement, many of  those practices have now been reformed, 
with some success but also a few important shortcomings. In this talk, I will 
discuss these ideas using, as a case study, the hypothesis that speaking a second 
language confers advantages in executive functioning. The development of  this 
“bilingual advantage hypothesis” illustrates well not only the replication crisis, but 
also the theoretical and methodological ones, all of  which appear to be 
widespread in psychological science. I will argue that the latest scientific tools and 
practices, as long as they are adequately supported, can contribute to resolving 
these problems, and I will explain how I plan to leverage some of  those tools and 
practices in the OPEN Bilingual Advantage Replicability (OPEN BAR) project, a 
forthcoming project to be hosted by the Department.

Psychological science in a time of scientific crisis: 
A case study
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PROF.SSA LAURA FERRERI
UNIVERSITÀ DI PAVIA

Laura Ferreri is an Associate Professor at the University 
of Pavia (Italy). She holds a B.Sc. in Psychological Science 
and an M.Sc. in Cognitive Neuroscience from Vita-Salute 
San Raffaele University in Milan, Italy. In 2014, she 
obtained her Ph.D. in Cognitive Psychology from the LEAD 
CNRS Laboratory in Dijon, France, as part of the Marie 
Curie European Brain and Music (EBRAMUS) network. She 
conducted postdoctoral research at the Brain Cognition 
and Plasticity Unit in Barcelona, in collaboration with 
the Montreal Neurological Institute. From 2018 to 2022, 
she was an Associate Professor at Lyon University 
(France), before joining the Department of Brain and 
Behavioral Sciences at the University of Pavia, where she 
currently coordinates the Psychology and Neuroscience 
of Music courses. Her research interests focus on music, 
memory, and reward processes, investigated through 
behavioral, neuroimaging, and neuropharmacological 
approaches. She is also actively involved in scientific 
outreach activities in the field of music neuroscience. 

Music is a ubiquitous human experience that engages multiple cognitive, 
emotional, and social processes. This talk will present research investigating the 
neurocognitive mechanisms underlying musical pleasure, focusing on how 
pleasurable responses to music are supported by reward-related processes and 
how these mechanisms contribute to shaping memory for musical experiences. It 
will then explore the intrinsically social dimension of  music, examining how 
shared musical experiences are investigated across different levels of  interaction, 
from online sharing paradigms and hyperscanning approaches to real-life studies 
of  musical pleasure dynamics during live concerts. Together, these studies provide 
insight into how individual and social processes interact to shape the rewarding 
and emotionally engaging nature of  musical experiences.

Investigating musical reward: from individual 
experience to social and real-life settings
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PROF. SALVATORE IOVERNO
UNIVERSITÀ ROME TRE

Salvatore Ioverno is Associate Professor of Clinical Psychology 
in the Department of Education at Roma Tre University. His 
research focuses on the psychological well-being and 
educational experiences of LGBTQIA+ people, with particular 
attention to minority stress, discrimination and bias-based 
bullying, school and university climates, and the role of 
inclusive policies and practices. He has conducted research at 
several international institutions, including Ghent University 
and The University of Texas at Austin, and has collaborated with 
UNESCO on issues related to school violence and bullying 
based on sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender 
expression. He has coordinated and contributed to national and 
international research projects on the mental health and 
inclusion of LGBTQIA+ people in school and university settings. 
His major research projects include a European cross-national 
study funded by the Research Foundation–Flanders (FWO) 
examining risk and protective factors for minority stress, 
mental health, and academic achievement among LGBTQIA+ 
students, and the PRIN project FREE – Fostering the Right to 
Equality in Education, which focuses on mental health, academic 
experiences, and inclusion among LGBTQIA+ university students.

LGBTQIA+ people may encounter stigma, discrimination, invisibility, and lack of  
recognition across different educational contexts, with potential consequences for both their 
educational experiences and psychological well-being. These disparities are not attributable to 
sexual orientation or gender identity per se, but rather to the social, cultural, and institutional 
conditions in which people live and study. From this perspective, the Minority Stress Model 
provides a useful theoretical framework for understanding how exposure to prejudice, 
discrimination, and expectations of  rejection can contribute to heightened stress and poorer 
psychological well-being.
This presentation will examine the role that inclusive policies, practices, and institutional 
climates can play in reducing minority stressors and promoting safety, belonging, and the 
ability to express one’s identity without fear of  negative consequences. Available evidence 
suggests that structural interventions, anti-discrimination policies, staff  training, and inclusive 
representation can contribute to creating more supportive educational environments. 
Particular attention will be given to the mechanisms through which these strategies may 
affect well-being, including reductions in minority stress and increases in perceived safety.
The presentation will draw on evidence from different educational settings, considering how 
institutions can create tangible conditions for inclusion and address inequalities related to 
sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression.

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity in Educational 
Contexts: The Role of Inclusive Policies and Practices
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PROF. ALFREDO SPAGNA
JOHN CABOT UNIVERSITY

Alfredo Spagna is Professor of Psychology and 
Neuroscience at John Cabot University. After earning his 
Ph.D. in Cognitive Neuroscience and Psychology from 
Sapienza University of Rome, he spent eight years 
conducting research and teaching at Columbia University 
in New York. His research investigates the brain 
mechanisms underlying attention, perception, and mental 
imagery, with a particular interest in how the brain 
generates experiences in the absence of sensory input.

Who has never found their mind drifting into a vivid daydream? Despite our 
remarkable capacity to experience mental images, we have only limited control 
over them: sometimes we struggle to conjure or maintain mental images when 
needed, yet at other times they emerge unbidden as intrusive thoughts or 
recollections. What if  we could better control when and how we create mental 
images? A crucial step to meet this goal is to have a deep understanding of  how 
internal visual experiences arise and decay. Unfortunately, the mechanisms 
underlying the regulation of  mental imagery remain poorly characterized at the 
behavioral, computational, and physiological levels. I will discuss recent advances 
in this field and their implications for our understanding of  visual mental imagery.

Revisiting the Neural Architecture of 
Visual Mental Imagery
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I seminari sono organizzati dai corsi di laurea triennale in Psicologia Generale, dello Sviluppo, del Genere e del 
Comportamento coordinato dal prof.  Augusto Giovanni Carlesimo, e magistrale in Psicologia e Salute Mentale 
nel Ciclo di Vita coordinato dalla prof.ssa Cinzia Niolu, del Dipartimento di Medicina dei Sistemi.
Per informazioni o chiarimenti, per favore contattare il comitato scientifico del Ciclo di Seminari di Psicologia con 
l’oggetto “Seminari Psicologia”:
Prof. Marco Sperduti, marco.sperduti@uniroma2.it
Prof.ssa Irene Altarelli, irene.altarelli@uniroma2.it
Dott.ssa Anna Gui, anna.gui@uniroma2.it


